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SASKATOON — A wooden puppet who
dreamed of becoming a real boy takes
centre stage at a mini-conference in
Saskatoon hosted by Rebuilding
Catholic Culture September 2 and 3.
Story page 3. (Pinocchio from the 1940
Disney classic film, Wikipedia photo)

VANCOUVER — A protester from the Euthanasia Prevention Coalition, top, is
pictured in a file photo outside the British Columbia Supreme Court. A new pro-
euthanasia campaign aimed at persuading Christians that compassion should
compel them to support expanded access to “medical assistance in dying (MAiD)”
is dangerously misleading, say secular and Catholic experts on the issue.Story
page 8. (CNS photo)

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti — A
demonstrator shouts at police during
protests in Port-au-Prince March 29,
2022. As 20 religious orders in Haiti
have banded together to beg for
international intervention, Haiti’s
Jesuits are standing aside. Story page
13. (CNS photo)

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis walks next to Cardinal Marc Ouellet, prefect of
the Congregation for Bishops, after giving the opening talk at an international
symposium on the priesthood at the Vatican in this February 17, 2022, file photo.
The Vatican press office, in an August 18 statement, said the pope decided that
there was not sufficient evidence to open canonical proceedings against Cardinal
Ouellet for alleged sexual assault. Stories page 13.  (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

Clergy changes for the
Diocese of Saint John
have been announced

— see story page 8.
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New FreemanThe
Furniture maker set table for papal visit
By WENDY-ANN CLARKE
The Catholic Register

Though Ontario was not one of the stops
on the pope’s recent visit to Canada, a furni-
ture company from just outside Toronto gave
the province a seat at the historic table.

Quality and Company, a furniture maker
based in Maple, ON, was tasked with design-
ing the eight chairs used during the Pope’s
public programs during the Canadian tour. The
chairs are expected to remain in each place
he visited as a legacy piece.

Company president Frank Caruso, whose
father is an immigrant from Italy, says being
a part of the papal visit in this way was sig-
nificant to him and his family.

“I was watching it every day,” said Mr. Ca-
ruso. “I feel like we were part of history and
the fact that they’ll be in museums in those
areas or kept where they are, I think it’s re-
ally a nice honour to be a part of that… It’s a
family-run business, and my dad was a first-
generation Italian coming to Canada. For him,
it was a really big deal as well. To be able to
connect like that was really cool for him.”

The visit, which ended on July 29, included
stops in Alberta, Quebec and Nunavut. With
less than 45 days from plans to completion, it
was “all hands on deck” for the design and
manufacturing team that pulled out all stops
to finish the project in time.

With specs provided by the Vatican to ac-
commodate for the pope’s mobility issues,
the designers used four different stains and
six different fabric and embroidery patterns.

The chairs, which stand about 55-centi-
metres high, were adorned with white pad-
ding and a carved wooden detail featuring In-
digenous symbolism. Quality and Company
worked with Métis graphic designer Shaun
Vincent to incorporate the logo he designed
for the papal visit.

In line with the papal visit theme of Walk-
ing Together, the circular logo features salmon,
caribou and eagles which dance together in
the sky and represent a connection to the
Creator. The logo also includes the keys of
St. Peter and peace doves. The intricate logo
can be seen carved into the wood of the chairs
in the various designs.

“The circle can be found everywhere in
Indigenous life,” said Mr. Vincent in a state-
ment. “In a circle, all are equal, all are visible.
Ceremony needs this symbol. It is history. It
holds our stories. It is who we are. A symbol
representing this event should have trust and
calm at the centre. It is why I chose this sym-

bol as its core, with the teachings existing
within its shape.”

Taking every detail into account, Quality
and Company designed the chairs to be intri-
cate yet minimal to match the special seat of
honour and also the weight and tone of the
moment in the journey towards healing and
reconciliation. The chairs were done free of
charge.

“(Pope Francis) doesn’t like it overdone so
we kept that in mind when we designed
them,” said Mr. Caruso. “We designed some-
thing just very minimal, not a lot of carvings
and gold or extravagant. I think that’s the kind
of Pope that Francis is. We designed some-
thing very nice and clean, and I think you can
see that from the chairs. The beauty of being
able to add the Indigenous symbols on the
top and the sides was really nice as well.”

Through the chairs, in a small but signifi-
cant way the province was included in every
public address and will be a part of the memory
of the visit for generations to come.

“It was so nice to see everybody was so
happy that we were a part of it,” said Mr.
Caruso. “That somebody in Ontario was able
to design and manufacture something like that
for them.” §

IQALUIT  Pope Francis prepares to sit in
one of the eight chairs specially designed
for his trip to Canada at his stop in Iqaluit.
The chairs were designed and
manufactured by Quality and Company
from Maple, Ontario. (Michael Swan photo)
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Exploring the Catholicity of Pinocchio
— Four-part talk looks at children’s classic and its similarities with the Church

By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

SASKTOON — A wooden puppet who
dreamed of becoming a real boy takes centre
stage at a mini-conference in Saskatoon hosted
by Rebuilding Catholic Culture September 2
and 3.

Pinocchio: A Theological Tale for our
Times is a four-talk presentation guided by
Father Gregory Hrynkiw at St. Anne’s Church
in the Saskatchewan city. But it is not con-
cerned so much with the classic 1940 fea-
ture-length Disney animation or other films
based on Italian writer Carlo Collodi’s — the
pen name of Carlo Lorenzini — original chil-
dren’s novel, The Adventures of Pinocchio

(1883), though the subject matter is getting
the deep dive treatment.

“Part of the method I do in my teaching is
bringing people back to the original text and
letting the text speak,” said Fr. Hrynkiw, a
Byzantine-Catholic monk since 1989. “We just
get so many versions of things that are di-
gested for us and presented in a visual way

that it affects our understanding.”
Fr. Hrynkiw, who swore a solemn profes-

sion of monastic vows into the Hermitage of
the Three Holy Hierarchs in 2010, wants
attendees to take away heightened critical-
thinking and truth-seeking capacities as a re-
sult of this experience. To stimulate the most
enriching scholarship and discussions during
the event, registrants are encouraged to pur-
chase an original Oxford edition of Pinocchio
for an additional $5 to familiarize themselves
with the source material.

“Pinocchiocity” — his term — became a
theological passion for Fr. Hrynkiw during
various stints living in Rome dating back to
1991, where he immersed himself into Italian
literature and culture. He became very famil-
iar with the work of Cardinal Giacomo Biffi,
the archbishop of Bologna from 1984 to 2003.

In the 1970s, Fr. Hrynkiw said Cardinal Biffi
extensively studied Pinocchio. The story
meant a lot to Cardinal Biffi as a child grow-
ing up in northern Italy. Analyzing this book
was “a struggle” for Cardinal Biffi, said Fr.
Hrynkiw, but Cardinal Biffi ultimately un-
earthed some striking revelations.

“He found that the book did not have an
ambiguous, moralistic message, but that the
book revealed the true nature of the universe,
the world and of mankind,” said Fr. Hrynkiw.
“He saw Pinocchio as a metaphor for hu-
manity as a whole, and each person. He saw
the universal appeal of the book and that it
had a certain Catholicity.”

Divinization, also known as theosis, the
transformative process of becoming more
alike and unified with God through grace,
atonement and the spirit of God, is an
overarching Catholic element of Pinocchio,
said Fr. Hrynkiw.

“Pinocchio has this woody nature, right?
But he is called to share in the nature of his
father Geppetto — a transfiguration to be-
come a real boy. It really expresses our jour-
ney back to the father — the prodigal son
that we all are — and we are called to share
in the nature of our Father and experience his

love for all eternity.”
Various charac-

ters in the narrative
are steeped in sym-
bolism, said Fr.
Hrynkiw. The blue
fairy represents the
“feminine nature of
the Church” and the
mediation of the

Church.
Conscience is famously depicted by the talk-
ing cricket — Jiminy Cricket in the Disney
film — and Pinocchio’s decision in the book
to kill the cricket represents the death of con-
science when we don’t listen. This is em-
blematic of the consequences that come when
we do not live by God’s Ten Commandments.

Fr. Hrynkiw said more peripheral charac-
ters and settings communicate allegory, such
as the place called Toyland.

“This place ultimately enslaves boys who
are working there to the point that they be-
come donkeys. Pinocchio’s friend
Candlewick, for example, actually loses his
identity and becomes a donkey,” he said.

“The further we drift away from the Fa-
ther, the more we lose our own identity and
humanity. There is a constant dehumaniza-
tion of Pinocchio, and this theme is very
prevalent in our world today.”

Mr. Collodi, who was politically active,
wrote this book during a late 19th-century
Italy experiencing an “epoch of change,” Fr.
Hrynkiw said, because of the unification of
different states of the Italian peninsula into a
single state in 1861.

Mr. Collodi became very “disillusioned and
pessimistic about this movement,” in Fr.
Hrynkiw’s view, because there was already a
unified spirit among the people living in these
regions at the time. An artificially-imposed
unity through this consolidation was not seen
as ideal in the end.

Fr. Hrynkiw said Mr. Collodi’s pessimistic
state influenced him to end his original sub-
mitted draft in chapter 15 when Pinocchio
was hung on the great oak, and the blue fairy
cannot intervene because she is dead.

However, the children recruited by Mr.
Collodi’s editor to review the manuscript
wrote a note that the book cannot end in this
fashion, and that Pinocchio must be resur-
rected.

“All of a sudden this book that was incred-
ibly nihilistic and pessimistic takes on all these
eternal qualities and the truths of the Catholic
Church,” said Fr. Hrynkiw. “The fairy, in ad-
dition to representing the feminine principle
of the Church, represents wisdom as an in-
carnate principle.”

Free will is evident throughout Pinocchio’s
pages as the protagonist can choose, or not,
to adopt the nature of his father. Pinocchio’s
kicks and other attacks against Geppetto when
the latter was carving could denote the con-
cept of original sin.§

SASKATOON — Fr. Gregory Hrynkiw, in
a four-part talk looks at the children’s
classic, Pinocchio,  and its similarities
with the Church . (Photo courtesy of
Celene Sidlowski)
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Called to be a prophetic people
— setting the world ablaze

Week of August 14, 20th  Sunday in Ordinary Time
Fires in Newfoundland, British Columbia, and California, fires in

France, Portugal and Spain, this has a been a summer of wild fires
around the globe. Fires like these destroy and change the landscape.
They can destroy and dislocate, but they also bring about new life
and a new reality.

Forest fires, for all their destruction, are often a step in the process
of regeneration of the forests, with new growth gradually emerging
in the wake of the fire. From the ashes of the old, rise the life and
green of the new. In a similar way, fire can create something quite
new with metals. It is at the centre of many refining processes, re-
moving impurities in steel, copper, aluminium, gold. Often fire can
bring together different metals, melting them into one. Something
new arises from the melting.

Luke’s Gospel presents Jesus speaking about the fire that burns in
his heart and at the core of his message and mission. His call is to set
that fire ablaze in our world, in all humanity, among all the peoples of
the earth. It is the fire which refines and transforms the world into the
Kingdom that is God’s dream for us all. In this, Jesus takes on the
role of the prophet.

We have some misconceptions regarding prophets. Perhaps the
most significant is that prophets are predictors of the future, that they
tell us what is going to happen. In fact, this is not what a prophet
does. A prophet is very much in the present and helps us to under-
stand what is going on. What might be regarded as future-focused is
that such a person will help us to move into the future with a better
sense of how to deal with it and of what we are to become.

In our Christian tradition, Jesus Christ is the Incarnation. Our God
so loves us that God takes on our humanity in the person of Jesus.
What a prophetic image of God’s love this reveals. In Luke’s Gospel
we hear of this prophetic role of Jesus coming to the world: I have
come to set the world on fire, and how I wish it were already blazing!
There is a baptism with which I must be baptized, and how great is my
anguish until it is accomplished!  (Luke 12:49-50)

Jesus is filled with the Spirit of God, blazing in his heart. He goes

out into the world on the mission of
spreading the reign of God. As Luke
presents it, he must set the world on
fire. This is the prophetic role, spreading God’s dream and message,
bringing the transforming fire of God’s love to all.

The fire of the Spirit of God is to refine and transform our
world. It will blaze in a way that consumes and destroys the world
of division and brokenness, the world of violence and injustice.
The fire of the Spirit is the fire of God’s love for us all. It is to
refine and mold the world into something new. Such refining means
setting aside the past, changing for the future and becoming the
world of God’s dream, marked by peace and justice, healing and
reconciliation for all.

Every Christian, at baptism is imbued with the fire of the spirit.
This gift is confirmed and further acknowledged in the Sacrament
of Confirmation. It is celebrated in the setting of community, the
gathered disciples of Jesus, in the Sacrament of the Eucharist.

So it is that the words of Jesus are our words, for we are called in
baptism to the role of prophets, to be the voice and action of God in
our world. Filled with the spirit of God we are, like Jesus to set the
world on fire — the fire of God’s love in our words and in every
action. Such a fire from the disciples of Jesus has the capacity to
change our world, one human step at a time. We can be a prophetic
people, a community of prophets for God.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

The elderly can unite all generations, save humanity, pope says
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis dedicated his general audience
talk to the urgent need for young and old to come together so older
people can share their faith and wisdom about the world.

"Let's think about dialogue, about the alliance between old and young,"
he said, as well as make sure this bond is not broken. "May the elderly
have the joy of speaking, of expressing themselves with young peo-
ple and may young people seek out the elderly to receive the wisdom
of life from them."

It was an appeal one small boy in the Vatican's Paul VI audience hall
seemed to take to heart, walking past the guards and straight up to the
pope to stand transfixed by his side during the final greetings at the
audience's end.

The pope affectionately rubbed the boy's close-cropped hair and
reassured him he was welcome to stay.

"During the audience we talked about dialogue between old and
(continued on page 5) VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis with an unnamed child. (CNS photo)
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One God, one guidance system,
and one road for us all
Week of August 15

At the end of the day, all of us, believers and non-believers,
pious and impious, share one common humanity and all end up on
the same road. This has many implications.

It’s no secret that today religious practice is plummeting radi-
cally everywhere in the secular world. Those who are opting out

don’t all look the same, nor go by the
same name. Some are atheists, explic-
itly denying the existence God. Others
are agnostics, open to the accepting the existence of God but re-
maining undecided. Others self-define as nones; asked what faith
they belong to they respond by saying none. There are those who
define themselves as dones, done with religion and done with
church. Then there are the procrastinators, persons who know
that someday they will have to deal with the religious question,
but, like Saint Augustine, keep saying, eventually I need to do
this, but not yet! Finally, there’s that huge group who define them-
selves as spiritual-but-not-religious, saying they believe in God
but not in institutionalized religion.

All of us know people who are in one or several of these catego-
ries and are anxious about them. What can we do, if anything, to
nudge these people towards faith, religion, and church? What will
happen if they die in this state? Where does God stand in the face
of this?

I suspect that God doesn’t much share our anxiety here, not
that God sees this as perfectly healthy (humans are human!), but
rather that God has a larger perspective on it, is infinitely loving,
and is longsuffering in patience while tolerating our choices. Why?
What’s God’s larger perspective here?

First, the fact that our faith already baptizes those we love. Gabriel
Marcel once famously stated, To say to someone ‘I love you’ is to
say, ‘you will never be lost’. As Christians, we understand this in
terms of our unity inside the Body of Christ. Our love for some-
one links him or her to us, and since we are part of the Body of
Christ, he or she too is linked to the Body of Christ, and to touch
Christ is to touch grace. Thanks to the marvels of the Incarna-
tion, every sincere Christian can say, ‘my heaven includes this or
that particular person whom I love.’ We used to call this “baptism
by desire”, except that in this instance the desire for “baptism” is
on our part, but still equally efficacious.

Next, we need to recognize that God loves these persons more
than we do and is more solicitous for their happiness and salva-
tion than we are. God loves everyone individually and passion-
ately and works in ways to ensure that nobody gets lost.  Moreo-
ver, God is tricky! As good Christian apologists have always pointed
out, God has his own schemes, loving traps, and means to lead
persons to faith.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-win-
ning author. He can be contacted through his website
 www.ronrolheiser.com Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Castle Fallsview Funeral Home

309 Lancaster Ave, Saint John, NB   E2M 2L3
506-634-1701     www.castlefh.ca

(continued from page 4)
young, right? And this one, he has been brave and he's at ease,"
the pope said about his small guest to applause.

The pope continued his series of talks on old age and reflected
on how reaching a ripe old age is a reassurance of eternal life in
heaven.

In fact, "the image of a God, who is watching over everything
with snow-white hair, is not a silly symbol, it is a biblical image, it
is a noble image, even a tender image," the pope said. To depict
God the Father as venerable in age and authority "expresses God's
transcendence, his eternity and his constant care for this world
and its history," the pope's talk said.

The vocation for every older man and woman, the pope said, is to
bear witness to the faith and to the wisdom acquired over the years.

"The witness of the elderly is credible to children. Young people
and adults are not capable of bearing witness in such an authentic,
tender, poignant way, as elderly people can," the pope said.

He said it is also very compelling when the elderly bless life as it
comes their way and show no resentment or bitterness as time marches
on and death nears.

"The witness of the elderly unites the generations of life, the same
with the dimensions of time: past, present and future, for they are not
only the memory, they are the present as well as the promise," the
pope said.

"It is painful and harmful to see that the ages of life are conceived
of as separate worlds, in competition among themselves, each one
seeking to live at the expense of the other. This is not right," he said.

An alliance between the elderly and young people "will save the
human family," he said. "There is a future where children, where
young people speak with the elderly. If this dialogue does not take
place between the elderly and the young, the future cannot be clearly
seen."

Humanity, even with all its progress, still seems "to be an ado-
lescent born yesterday," which needs "to retrieve the grace of an
old age that holds firmly to the horizon of our destination."

Death is a very difficult passage in life, the pope said, but it
"concludes the time of uncertainty and throws away the clock,"
ushering in "the beautiful part of life, which has no more dead-
lines."

During the last part of the general audience, when the pope
offers special greetings to those attending from different parts of
the world, the pope reaffirmed his prayers for Ukraine, asking
that people not forget "this martyred people."

There was also a brief interruption during the greetings when a
Swiss guard, who was standing behind one of the language speak-
ers, fell face forward, dropping his halberd. Two men from secu-
rity assisted him in standing back up and another Swiss guard
took his place.§

The elderly can unite all
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Will only a few be saved:
who’s in and who’s out

Week of August 21, 21st  Sunday in Ordinary Time
World Cup Soccer, Major League Baseball or NHL Hockey — it all

engages us in competition whether player or fan. It seems we are
competitive by nature, by our very humanity.  Life sometimes seems
all about winning or losing, who’s in and who’s out. Occasionally, in
the games of younger players, children, there are coaches who en-
courage playing for fun.  They espouse the recognition that “it is a
game and so have fun.”.

Frequently this competitiveness shows up in our faith and relation-
ship with God, both personally and as church. Our attitudes and prac-
tices sometimes appear marked by a sense of who is “in” and who is
“out”. In Luke’s Gospel (Luke 13:22-30) some of Jesus’ followers
revealed this sense in the question they posed to their master: “Lord,
will only a few be saved?” His response was much broader than they
or we are sometimes willing to accept.

At the time of Jesus there was a belief among some Jews that in the
age to come all the people of Israel, just because they belonged to
Israel, would be seated at God’s table in heaven.  Prophets like Jer-
emiah and Isaiah were not quite so sure. Jesus comes from this pro-
phetic tradition. He sees salvation as open to all peoples. There is no
limit, no territorial or cultural boundary to God’s saving love. There is
no “in” group and there is no “out” group. What is asked of us all, all
humanity is that we respond to a loving gift, entering the relationship
that is freely offered as an invitation by God.

Put in the context of our own age what this means is that we are
not saved by being Christian or Catholic. Nor is anyone damned by
not being Christian or Catholic. Salvation means much more than
simply being part of the “in” group. It is, as the prophets of the Old
Testament proclaimed and as the Incarnation revealed a process of
accepting/acknowledging the gift of God’s love for all.

Jesus expresses this process with the words “Strive to enter by the
narrow door.” Merely being from an “in” group, a Christian, a Catho-
lic, a member of Israel, does not bring salvation. The whole mission
and message of Jesus helps us to see what it is that brings salvation.

Will there be many or will there be few
saved is not the point. What is impor-
tant is the process of transformation
that brings about a change of heart for us. That change of heart is our
response to God’s loving invitation.

Salvation, is not about who we know. It is about who we are. For
Christians there needs to be a spiritual link between Jesus and our-
selves and a transformation into the person that is in the image of
Jesus. But not everyone is a follower of Jesus.

God’s love is broad and all encompassing and there are many routes
to such a transformation. Each route is the experience of a love rela-
tionship, a bonding. It involves a gradual turning of our heart toward
God. But it involves more. Such a transformation means a coopera-
tion with the divine Spirit leading us to love all peoples, for God’s love
is for all humanity, not a few. It is God, who in love breathed life into
all creation. That breath of the Spirit comes to all.

Humanity’s response to God’s love is a transformation that takes
us through the “narrow door” of centring our heart on the love of
God and neighbour. This conversion is a life-long process of striving
to love and it touches all aspects of our lives and experience. Salva-
tion ultimately will come with the surrender of our very selves to live
as we have discovered in Jesus — fully centred on love of God and
all that God has created.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Mary teaches primacy of humility over power, success
By JUNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Mary's humble life and example are a testa-
ment to the triumph of service and love over power and success,
Pope Francis said.

Before reciting the Angelus prayer on the feast of the Assumption Au-
gust 15, the pope told an estimated 10,000 pilgrims gathered in St. Peter's
Square that the song of praise uttered by Mary while visiting her cousin
Elizabeth "announces a radical change, an overturning of values."

Mary "prophesies that it will not be power, success and money that
will prevail, but service, humility and love. Looking at her, in glory,
we understand that the true power is service, and that to reign means
to love. And that this is the road to heaven," he said.

In his address, the pope reflected on the Magnificat, which is not
only "a hymn of praise and exultation for the great things that the
Lord has accomplished in her," but also a recounting of "the work of
God in the entire history of her people."

However, her praise of God who "brought down the powerful from
their thrones and lifted up the lowly" may make some wonder if she

was "exaggerating, describing a world that does not exist."
"Indeed, what she says does not seem to correspond to reality; while

she speaks, the powerful have not been brought down: the fearsome
Herod, for example, is still firmly on his throne. And the poor and hungry
remain so, while the rich continue to prosper," he said.

Mary's canticle, he explained, does "not intend to chronicle the
time, but to tell us something much more important: that God, through
her, has inaugurated a historical turning point, he has definitively es-
tablished a new order of things."

"She, small and humble, has been raised up and — we celebrate
this today — brought to the glory of heaven, while the powerful of
the world are destined to remain empty-handed," the pope said.

Pope Francis said the feast of the Assumption — celebrating when
Mary was assumed, body and soul, into heaven — is a reminder of
the hope all Christians have to "see the destination of our journey" and
an invitation by Mary "to rejoice as we think of heaven."

Mary "is the first creature who, with her whole self, body and soul,
victoriously crosses the finish line of heaven," the pope said. "She
shows us that heaven is within reach, if we, too, do not give in to sin,
if we praise God in humility and serve others generously."§
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Seeing what lies near our doorsteps
Week of August 22

Henri Nouwen once suggested that if you want to understand
the tragedy of the Second World War, you can read a hundred
history books about it and watch a thousand hours of video docu-
mentaries on it, or you can read the Diary of Anne Frank. In that
single memoir of young girl imprisoned and later executed by the
Nazis you will see, first-hand, the tragedy of war and what war
does to the human soul.

The same might be said about the refugee crisis now taking
place everywhere on borders around the world. According to sta-
tistics from the United Nations, there are now over eighty million
refugees, displaced, homeless, nationless, frightened, and often
hungry people on our borders around the world. Two-thirds of
these are women and children, and the vast majority are not there
by choice, seeking a better economic opportunity in another coun-
try. The vast majority of them have been driven from their homes
and their countries by war, violence, famine, hunger, ethnic and
religious cleansing, and by fear for their lives.

For many of us, this is a faceless, abstract problem. We have a
generic sympathy for their plight but not one deep enough to keep
us awake at night, unsettle our conscience, or make us willing to
sacrifice some of our own comfort and security to do something
for them or to pressure our governments into action. Indeed, too
often we are over-protective of our borders and the settled, com-
fortable lives we live inside our nations. This is our country! Our
home! We worked hard for the things we have. It is unfair to us
to have to deal with these people! They should go back to their
countries and leave us alone!

We need a wake-up call. A recent book, a novel, by Jeanine
Cummins, American Dirt, gives us a fictionalized account of a
young Mexican woman who because of violence and fear of death
had to leave her life behind and flee with her young son in an
attempt to reach the borders of the United States as an undocu-
mented immigrant. Full disclosure, the book has been heavily criti-
cized by many because it doesn’t always measure up to the exact

facts. Conversely, it has also been highly
praised by many others. Be that as it
may, the bottom-line is that this is a pow-
erful story and a wake-up call, one meant to wake us up to the
real tragedy of those who for reasons of poverty, violence, fam-
ine, fear, and hopelessness are forced to flee their countries in
search of a better life (or any life at all!) elsewhere. Whatever the
book’s imperfections, it helps shatter the abstractness we can lean
on to protect ourselves against having to look at the issue of refu-
gees today.

Admittedly, the issue isn’t simple. There are extremely complex
issues involved in protecting our borders and in having millions of
people freely enter our countries. However, as men and women
who share a common humanity and a common planet with these
refugees, can we remain callous to their plight? Moreover, as Chris-
tians, do we accept the fundamental, non-negotiable principle within
Christian social doctrine that tells us that the world belongs to
everyone equally and we may not adhere to any nationalistic belief
that says, explicitly or implicitly, that our country is ours and we
have no obligation to share it with others. To espouse this is un-
christian and goes against the clear teaching of Jesus.

We might all, I submit, contemplate a certain parable of Jesus
(Luke 16, 19-31) where he tells the story of a rich man who
ignored a poor man sitting at his doorstep and refused to share his
food with him. The poor man dies and finds himself in the bosom
of Abraham. The rich man also dies and finds himself tormented
by thirst in Hades. He begs Abraham to send the poor man, whom
he had ignored during this lifetime, to bring him some water to
quench his thirst, but it turns out this is not possible. Jesus tells us
that there is an “unbridgeable gap” between the two of them. We
have always simplistically assumed that this unbridgeable gap is
the gap between heaven and hell, but that is not exactly the point
the parable is making. The unbridgeable gap is the gap that already
exists now between the rich and poor, and the lesson is that we
had best try to bridge that gap now, in this life.

Notice that Jesus does not say that the rich man is a bad man, or
that he didn’t earn his riches honestly, or that he wasn’t an upright
citizen, or that he wasn’t going to church, or that he was unfaith-
ful to his wife, or that he was a bad father to his children. It only
says that he had one fault, a mortal one — inside his richness he
did not respond to a hungry man sitting on the borders of house.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-win-
ning author. He can be contacted through his website
 www.ronrolheiser.com Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §
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Clergy assignments for 2022
SAINT JOHN — The Most Reverend Christian Riesbeck, CC,

bishop of Saint John, announces the following clergy appointments:
Father Owen Burns’ title has been changed to episcopal vicar for

Pastoral Services, effective immediately, to reflect more accurately
his overall areas of responsibility, including liturgy (replacing the late
Father Paul LeBlanc). He remains pastor of St. Mark’s Parish,
Quispamsis.

Reverend Dr. Michael McGowan has been appointed vice chancel-
lor of the Diocese effective August 15, 2022. He remains pastor of
Our Lady of Fatima Parish, Fredericton.

Stephen Mawhinney will be ordained to the transitional diaconate at
the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Saint John, September
8, 2022, at 6:30 pm. In addition to his ongoing responsibilities at Holy
Redeemer Parish, Saint John, he will be assisting the diocese with a
few pastoral projects.

David Rioux will be ordained to the transitional diaconate at the
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Saint John, September 8,
2022, at 6:30 pm. In addition to his ongoing responsibilities at Im-
maculate Conception Parish, Saint John, he will be assisting the dio-
cese with a few pastoral projects. §

Father Owen Burns Reverend Dr. Michael McGowan

David RiouxStephen Mawhinney

Selling euthanasia as Christian ‘compassion’
By TERRY O’NEILL
The B.C. Catholic

VANCOUVER — A new pro-
euthanasia campaign aimed at per-

suading Christians that compas-
sion should compel them to sup-
port expanded access to “medi-
cal assistance in dying (MAiD)”
is dangerously misleading, say

secular and Catholic experts on
the issue.

“We can sell killing in many
ways,” Alex Schadenberg, execu-
tive director of the Euthanasia
Prevention Coalition, said in re-
action to the campaign, which
Dying With Dignity Canada
launched in early July. “But de-
fining euthanasia as an act of
compassion, in a Christian sense,
negates the reality of what it re-
ally is — an act of killing.”

Father Larry Lynn, the Arch-
diocese of Vancouver’s pro-life
chaplain, said any attempt to re-
place the centrality of Christ in
Christianity with “compassion”
must inevitably lead to a spiritual
dead end.

“Christianity without Jesus is
nothing,” Fr. Lynn said. “You
might find people ‘compassion-
ately’ doing social work, which
on the surface is good, but ulti-
mately is powerless to bring joy
and peace to a suffering world.

“That is because without Christ
there is no peace, there is no joy,
there is no beauty, there is no love.
There are none of the
transcendentals, the unseen but
vastly important elements that
make our lives worth living.”

As part of a “MAiD and Spir-
ituality” public-relations push,
Dying With Dignity published two
statements from pro-euthanasia
Christians in July, one of them
from a “devout Christian” named
Jan Steven. She is quoted as say-
ing, “If someone was to ask me
to describe what Christianity is
without mentioning Jesus, my
answer is compassion.”

Ms. Steven, whose hometown
and Christian denomination do not
appear in the online publication,
further explained her position by
stating, “We do not have defini-
tive answers for everything, but
what I do know for certain is that
no one should suffer. If we don’t
have a direct answer from the
Scripture, then what is the most
compassionate response we can
possibly give?”

Fr. Lynn suggested such an at-

titude toward suffering is naive
and misleading.

“It’s so easy to say that no one
should suffer,” he said. “But that
is an impossibility because suf-
fering is built into the fabric of
life. Birth, life and death are all
engaged in pain and suffering.
There’s no way around this.”

While the impulse to reduce
suffering is a good one, he said
one must look deeper to under-
stand the true meaning of suffer-
ing.

“The answer to the question of
suffering is, in fact, found in
Scripture,” he said. “It’s the
Cross. Jesus’ suffering on the
Cross has a purpose and that pur-
pose is to take our sins upon Him-
self so that we will suffer less
and ultimately be with Him in His
kingdom.”

In the final analysis, “We need
to ensure that the dying are not
encouraged to prematurely end
their lives in the mistaken belief
that they are escaping suffering,”
Fr. Lynn said.

Dying With Dignity’s public-re-
lations push comes at a time when
Parliament is considering further
expanding Canada’s already-lib-
eral assisted-suicide law to allow
mature minors and people with
mental illness to access euthana-
sia. Leading opponents of such
expansion are Christians, includ-
ing the Catholic Church.

The Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishops issued a state-
ment in May stating, “The legal
expansion of eligibility for MAiD
will only serve to erode the re-
spect for the essential dignity of
the human person and the com-
mon good of society, which must
be committed to protecting and
safeguarding vulnerable individu-
als and those without a voice.”

The focus on “vulnerable indi-
viduals” coincided with news re-
ports of some sick and elderly per-
sons saying they felt they were
being forced to choose MAiD
because they could not access
appropriate medical care. The

(continued on page 12)
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Submitted by JEANNINE MORRIS

MIRAMICHI — On August 4th, Father
Stanislas Paulin, pastor of Our Lady of Per-
petual Help Parish in Rothesay declared the
65th annual Miramichi Folksong Festival ‘‘of-
ficially open’’. The festival is the longest ex-
isting folksong festival in North America.

Fr. Paulin declared the festival open after
his presentation, as special guest speaker, on
the origins of folk singing.

Fr. Paulin reminded the audience that

singing folksongs, with foot accompani-
ment, is a Celtic tradition still found today
in Acadie (the Maritimes), Québec and in
some of the islands of western Scotland.

He also reminded everyone that the
Brétons — the people of Brittany in north-
western France — are Celtic like the Irish,

Saint John priest opens annual Miramichi folksong festival
the Scots, and the Welsh, and that the
Acadians — who came mostly from the
Poitou region of western France — also
came from Basque country, from Nor-
mandy in the north; and from Brittany/
Brétagne.

‘‘LeBreton’’, he said, ‘‘is a common fam-
ily name in Acadia, like my godparents,
Robert and Rita (Lajoie) LeBreton.’’

After his presentation, as part of the pro-
gramme which featured many traditional
folk artists, Fr. Paulin sang two traditional

Acadian folksongs from his private collec-
tion which earned him a rousing standing
ovation. He did so while accompanying him-
self with his toe-tapping feet while sitting on
the same stool he had brought with him to
New York’s prestigious Carnegie Hall where
he directed his award-winning Ensemble Vo-
cal Ste.-Anne of Fredericton in 1996.

In 1977 Fr. Paulin, who had just gradu-
ated first in his class from the Faculty of
Music at Mount Allison University in
Sackville, was invited to sing an Acadian
folksong at the Founders Night Concert of
the New Brunswick Competitive Festival
of Music — from which a ‘star’ is chosen.
He selected a song from a collection of
Acadian folksongs he had personally col-
lected. Even though he was not chosen
‘star’ that evening, Chorale St. Vincent’s
of Saint John would receive that honour

while under his direction in 1986.
Rosemarie Bastarache of Radio-Canada/

CBC’s On Parlera de Nous was at the 1977
concert and later arranged for Fr. Paulin to
record the folksongs which he had obtained
from his family, so as to not be lost, for
her radio programme before he left for his
studies in Louvain, Belgium  since the young
Stanislas Paulin had announced that he in-
tended to leave a musical career and be-
come a priest for the Roman Catholic Dio-
cese of Saint John.

The recording, which was made at the
Monument Lefebvre at the former Collège
St-Joseph in Memramcook went on to be
chosen by the Canadian Musical Council
as The Best Folklore Presentation on Ca-
nadian Radio in 1977/78.

The reward from the Canadian Music Coun-
cil was presented to Fr. Paulin by the late Oscar
Peterson. Mr. Peterson was an internation-
ally acclaimed jazz pianist who was the first
Black Canadian, and first musician, to appear
on a Canadian coin which was released in
August 2022.

In recognition of his contribution to New
Brunswick’s rich Acadian folkloric tradition;
his knowledge of the work of Dr. Louise
Manny, who collected folksongs and was
supported by Lord Beaverbrook — Sir Max
Aitken who took the name of the village of
Beaverbrook where Fr. Paulin was pastor
for 13 years — Fr. Paulin was asked to be
guest speaker and to sing at this year’s
Miramichi Folksong Festival.

‘‘It was 45 years ago’’, explained Fr.
Paulin, ‘that I left New Brunswick for Bel-
gium thanks to Bishop Arthur Gilbert of the
Diocese of Saint John and Monsignor Brian
Sheehan, director of Vocations at that time
for the diocese, who thought that Leuven
and Louvain-la-Neuve would be appropri-
ate for my studies. I was ordained a priest
on July 9, 1982.’’

Fr. Paulin said was deeply touched at the
opening of the festival to see so many from
Beaverbrook, Bellefond, Chatham Head and
the Greater Miramichi  areas, to be with
him and support him, where he had served
as a priest.

‘‘Even one of my mentors, with whom I
spent summers as a learning seminarian was
there — Father Leon Creamer. This meant a
lot to me as I celebrate 40 years of priest-
hood this year,’’ said Father Paulin. ‘‘It was
an honour and a privilege to be asked to offi-
cially open such a fine and renowned festi-
val.’’ §

MIRAMICHI — Susan Butler (left) outgoing president of the annual MIramichi Folksong
Festival and Melanie Ross (right) incomng president of the festival  present Father
Stanilas Paulin (centre) with a gift of a painting by Edie Szabo, an artisit living in
Loggieville. Fr. Paulin officially opened the 2022 Miramichi Folksong Festival (Submitted
photo)
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Path of peace: Shadow of war looms over pope's Kazakhstan visit
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — While the purpose of
Pope Francis' visit to Kazakhstan will be to at-
tend the Congress of World and Traditional Re-
ligions, the interreligious meeting  also will serve
as the backdrop for his long-awaited meeting
with Russian Orthodox Patriarch Kirill.

Pope Francis has been wanting to meet with
the patriarch for months, telling Univision, the
Spanish-language network, in an interview that
aired in the United States July 11 that he planned
to meet with the patriarch during his September
13-15 visit to Kazakhstan.

The pope told Univision that he has "a good
relationship" with Patriarch Kirill, who has strongly
supported Russia's invasion of Ukraine.

Despite their opposing views on the war, the
pope said, "It is evident that his position is condi-
tioned by his homeland in some way; which is
not to say that he is an indecent man. No; God
knows each person's moral responsibilities in the
depth of their hearts."

Held every three years, the Congress of World
and Traditional Religions was the initiative of
Kazakhstan's first president, Nursultan
Nazarbayev, as a way of promoting dialogue
among religions, the congress' website stated.

It added that another congress objective is to
prevent "the use of religious feelings of people
for the escalation of conflicts and hostilities."

While the outcome of a meeting between
Pope Francis and Patriarch Kirill is yet to be
seen, the significance of such a
meeting taking place in Kazakhstan
during the Congress of World and
Traditional Religions is important,
said Bishop Adelio Dell'Oro of
Karaganda, Kazakhstan.

"It would be beautiful if that
meeting would happen here and
that there would be an understand-
ing that religion is not at the serv-
ice of the state, as Pope Francis
told the patriarch during his online
meeting with him," Bishop Dell'Oro
told SIR, the news agency of the
Italian bishops' conference, in an in-
terview published July 1.

"It is important for spiritual leaders
to affirm that religion is a factor of
unity and reconciliation, and therefore
it is a responsibility for those who are
believers, especially if they are Chris-
tians, to recognize — beyond all dif-
ferences and divisions — that Jesus
is the one who unites us at the root,"

he said.
Patriarch Kirill's outspoken support of Rus-

sian President Vladimir Putin's war on Ukraine,
particularly his justification of the war as a de-
fence against Western immorality, has caused
ruptures within the Russian Orthodox Church
and strained relations with the Catholic Church.

Pope Francis has been especially blunt in re-
minding Patriarch Kirill of the proper role of a
shepherd of the people.

In an interview with the Italian newspaper
Corriere della Sera, published May 3, Pope
Francis said that during a Zoom meeting in mid-
March, he told the patriarch, "Brother, we are
not clerics of the state, we cannot use the lan-
guage of politics, but of Jesus."

"The patriarch cannot turn himself into Putin's
altar boy," the pope told the Italian newspaper.
That reminder, however, did not go over well
and prompted a critical response from the Mos-
cow Patriarchate.

"Pope Francis chose an incorrect tone to con-
vey the content of this conversation," the
patriarchate said May 4. "Such statements are
unlikely to contribute to the establishment of a
constructive dialogue between the Roman Catho-
lic and Russian Orthodox churches, which is
especially necessary at the present time."

Some Vatican officials — including Cardi-
nal Kurt Koch, president of the Dicastery for
Promoting Christian Unity —have been more
openly critical of the Russian patriarch.

In an interview published in late June with
the German newspaper Die Tagespost, Car-

dinal Koch said Pa-
triarch Kirill's sup-
port of the invasion
for "pseudo-reli-
gious reasons"
amounted to "her-
esy."

He also said he

was grateful Pope Francis cancelled a pro-
posed meeting with Patriarch Kirill in Jerusa-
lem, adding that a meeting between the two
while "acts of war are still taking place" would
"be exposed to serious misunderstandings."

"This is because it could be misunderstood
as the pope's support of the patriarch's posi-
tion, which would badly damage the pope's
moral authority," Cardinal Koch said.

Andrii Yurash, Ukraine's ambassador to the
Holy See, told Catholic News Service July 18
that although the Catholic Church has tried to
establish closer ties with the Russian Ortho-
dox Church "for more than half a century,"
the war in Ukraine has shown the Moscow
Patriarchate's true colours.

"The whole time, the Russian church was
trying to use the Holy See, not from a Chris-
tian point of view, but from a political point
of view; as an instrument to be used in fa-
vour of the Soviet state before and later, in
the interest of the Russian state," Mr. Yurash
said.

Nevertheless, while relations between the
two churches may be strained, an
interreligious meeting aimed at promoting
peace and unity could prove timely.

Furthermore, Pope Francis' presence at the
meeting is the congress' "greatest achieve-
ment" because he "is the most important and
recognized international figure in the field of
promoting dialogue between different nations,
cultures and religions," said Bishop José Luis
Mumbiela Sierra of Holy Trinity in Almaty,
president of the Catholic Bishops' Conference
of Central Asia, in an interview with Vatican
News published August 4.

"Evangelizing also means strengthening
social coexistence through dialogue and cor-
diality between those who profess different be-
liefs, or none at all," Bishop Mumbiela said.§
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By PAT McCLOSKEY, OFM

Reprinted with permission St. Anthony Messenger, August 2022

Before last March 19, most people working at the Roman Curia
(Vatican offices working for the pope) probably never called them-
selves “missionary disciples” or were described that way by the
world’s bishops who regularly dealt with them. The apostolic consti-
tution “Preach the Gospel,” approved that day, does just that and sets
in motion a new approach for those offices that will also change how
parishes, dioceses, and conferences of bishops work.

During the cardinals’ 2013 pre-conclave meetings, Cardinal Jorge
Bergoglio, SJ, archbishop of Buenos Aires, observed that the Catholic
Church was too “self-referential,” focused too much on itself and not
enough on its mission to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Many
cardinals apparently agreed.

Within a month after his election, Pope Francis appointed an eight-
member Council of Cardinals (soon expanded to nine) representing
the whole Church geographically. He gave them two tasks: 1) pro-
pose how the Roman Curia should be reformed and 2) advise him on
governing the worldwide Church. This group, which includes Bos-
ton’s Cardinal Seán O’Malley, OFM Cap, met in person or remotely
40 times over nine years before completing its first task.

A new spirit
Many in the Roman Curia have seen themselves primarily as ad-

ministrators. Pope Francis, however, sees them first as evangelizers
serving the Western and Eastern Catholic Churches. They work in 16
departments of the Roman Curia called dicasteries (see list on the
right) and other Vatican offices.

Because all baptized Catholics are called to spread the Gospel of
Jesus Christ according to their particular talents, Pope Francis has
decided to open all leadership positions to laypeople, clerics, and mem-

Reforming the Catholic Church worldwide
— What started with the Roman Curia in March will eventually affect the entire Church

bers of religious communities. In some ways, this is the most signifi-
cant change in “Preach the Gospel.” Its preamble lists 11 principles
and criteria for service in the Roman Curia. In some ways, those
describe Gospel-based service at every level within the Catholic Church.

New relationships with local bishops
Before Vatican II, many people saw local bishops as the equivalent

of corporate middle managers; Rome gave the orders that they must
implement. Vatican II taught that all bishops have some responsibility
for the entire Church, one that they fulfill with and under the succes-
sor of St. Peter. The Catholic Church is first a communion of Churches
before it is a hierarchy.

National or regional conferences of bishops received new respon-
sibilities from Vatican II. The synods of Eastern Catholic Churches
were already carrying out much of the work that Vatican offices do
for the Western Church. For example, synods elect bishops, to whom
the pope extends “ecclesial communion.” In “The Joy of the Gos-
pel,” his November 2013 apostolic exhortation, Pope Francis called
for a “sound decentralization” within the Church. None of this under-
mines the unique leadership of the Bishop of Rome.

Again, Roman curial offices before the 2022 reform often acted as
though episcopal conferences were an “administrative convenience,”
not a group of pastors equally committed to spreading the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.

For centuries, groups of bishops have been making formal trips to
the Vatican to inform the pope about the Church’s work in their part
of the world (referred to as ad limina visits). The bishops also visit
some of the Holy See’s main offices. The US bishops had already
begun a round of such visits before COVID-19 caused their post-
ponement in March 2020.

With some frequency, many bishops previously returned home from
those visits feeling that they had been scolded by teachers rather than
welcomed as equal partners in the Church’s evangelizing mission.

(continued on page 12)
VATICAN CITY — Canadian Cardinal Michael Czerny (right)
looks on as Pope Francis  (left) delivers his Easter message and
blessing "urbi et orbi" (to the city and the world) from the central
balcony of St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican April 17, 2022. The
pope has named Cardinal Czerny as the new prefect of the
Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development. (CNS

The secretary of state’s office
coordinates the work of 16 dicasteries
• Evangelization
• Bishops
• Clergy
• Communications
• Eastern Churches
• Legislative Texts
• Service of Charity
• Causes of the Saints
• Culture and Education
• Laity, Family, and Life
• Doctrine of the Faith
• Promoting Christian Unity
• Interreligious Dialogue
• Promoting Integral Human Development
• Divine Worship and Discipline of the Sacraments
• Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life
  Seven of these offices trace their roots to the Roman Curia’s

1588 reorganization; one began in the next century. The
remaining eight were created in the 20th or 21st centuries.
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(continued from page 11)
Effects on dioceses and parishes

Two words are significantly absent from “Preach the Gospel”: clericalism and careerism. If
the Roman Curia seeks to model humble service, then dioceses or parishes should certainly do
no less. Unfortunately, many laypeople around the world have experienced firsthand the abuses
of clericalism and careerism.

Missionary disciples at the Roman Curia will now have five-year terms, renewable once.
Dioceses and religious communities will thus be asked more frequently to identify people who
can share in the Roman Curia’s evangelizing work. Some talented directors of diocesan of-
fices and much appreciated pastors will probably be called to Rome, helping a worldwide
Church listen more carefully before it teaches.

During his 2013 pre-conclave talk to the cardinals, Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio alluded to the
patristic image of the Church as the “mystery of the moon,” which has no light of its own but
only reflects light from Christ. Reforms within the Church allow that reflected light to further
energize the Church’s mission.§

Reforming the Catholic Church worldwide

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis greets Salesian Sister Alessandra Smerelli, now
the secretary of the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development. As of
mid-June 2022, she was the highest-ranking woman among leaders of the 16 main
offices of the Holy See. (CNS/Vatican Media)

  Before June 5 when Preach the Gospel went into effect, no woman held a top-tier
job at the Vatican. According to Preach the Gospel, sacramental ordination is no
longer required for such a service delegated by the pope.
  As of June 5, Pope Francis had named Sister Alessandra Smerilli, FMA, as secretary

of the Dicastery for Integral Human Development.
  Pope Francs previously appointed:
  • Sister Nathalie Becquart, a Xaviere sister, as an undersecretary of the Synod of

Bishops office (making her the first woman voter at the 2023 synod in Rome) and
  • Sister Raffaella Petri, FSE, as secretary general of the Governorate of Vatican

City (supervising personnel, security, museums, and related responsibilities).
  An increasing number of laypeople have worked in Vatican offices in recent years,

including Paolo Ruffini, head of the Dicastery of Communications. Until 2022, only
clerics were voting members of the Holy See’s various offices. By virtue of their
appointment, laypeople or members of religious communities can now be voting
members of any of these offices. For example, when the Dicastery for Bishops
proposes someone as the next bishop of your diocese, laypeople might have
participated at the highest level in discussions among voting members to identify
that office’s recommendation.§

(continued from page 8)
revelations shocked even euthanasia support-
ers such as Senator Chantal Petitclerc of
Quebec, who while endorsing the right to die
also wants to make sure people are not choos-
ing it due to lack of services.

“Medical assistance in dying is not and
should never be something that an individual
will have access to (simply) because we don’t
do enough as a country, as a province, to
provide the care, the services, the tools that a
person needs,” Ms. Petitclerc said.

Dying With Dignity spokesperson Sarah
Dobec said the campaign “is an educational
piece bringing different perspectives to the
concept of end-of-life choice, and the ques-
tions some people reflect upon, often because
of their religious beliefs, when considering the
option to end suffering through an assisted
death.”

She continued, “The overarching theme
shared by all the people we interviewed is that
we need to show compassion and support
people in their health-care choices, and hon-
our their decision to end their suffering.”

Mr. Schadenberg said he believes “the eu-
thanasia movement” wants to eliminate op-
position to its liberalization plan and “the best
way to eliminate opposition to euthanasia is
to redefine the act.” He said activists have
already succeeded in reframing legally ap-
proved medical killing as assisted suicide
which, in turn, became MAiD, all intended
“to make us feel better about killing” in the
name of compassion, he said.

“In the truest sense, compassion is not
about killing,” Schadenberg said. “It is about
being and journeying with the person, it is
about providing relief to the sufferer not death
to the sufferer. Sadly, we all have fear of dy-
ing a bad death, the answer is not to kill, as
euthanasia is, but to care.”

He said true Christian compassion is found
in the parable of the good Samaritan. “The
good Samaritan doesn’t end a stranger’s suf-
fering by killing him,” Schadenberg said, “but
rather he cares for him and uses his own re-
sources to provide for his recovery.”

It’s the second time in months that Dying
With Dignity has campaigned to address
Christian resistance to assisted suicide amid
concerns over the growth of euthanasia in
Canada. In May the B.C. chapters of Dying
With Dignity Canada launched a public-rela-
tions campaign aimed at forcing Catholic and
other faith-based health-care facilities to al-
low patients to undergo MAiD without being
transferred to a secular facility.§

Selling euthanasia



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900.August 26 & September 2, 2022 Page 13

By Catholic Register Stafff

QUEBEC — Cardinal Marc Ouellet is one of some 88 clergy named
in a new class-action against the Quebec archdiocese alleging sexual
assault, according to media reports from Quebec.

The cardinal, who was archbishop of Quebec when the sexual
assaults are alleged to have occurred, is the highest profile member of
the Church to be named in the lawsuit, which represents more than
100 victims who alleged assault at the hands of priests and other
diocesan staff since 1940. Most are alleged to have taken place in the
1950s and ’60s.

Cardinal Ouellet is currently prefect for the Dicastery of Bishops at
the Vatican. He has held that role since 2010.

The alleged assault of which Cardinal Ouellet is accused is said to
have occurred from 2008-10, according to CBC/Radio Canada. The
complainant, “F” in court documents, was interviewed by Radio-
Canada earlier this year. Allegations she shared were the same as
those found in lawsuit documents, CBC reported.

At press time, The Catholic Register was unable to verify specifics
of the CBC/Radio Canada story, but sources say the case has been
sent to Vos Estes, the department that handles abuse allegations against
clergy.§

Cardinal named in Quebec lawsuit

Jesuits wary of call for UN troops in Haiti
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

PORT AU PRINCE, Haiti — As 20 religious orders resident in Haiti
have banded together to beg for international intervention to end chaos
and violence rampant in the poorest nation in the Western Hemisphere,
Haiti’s Jesuits are standing aside.

The Jesuits are cautioning that not just any combination of foreign
troops, police and international organizations should be invited into
the gaping chasm left by a dysfunctional government in Port au Prince.

“While we recognize that the involvement of the international com-
munity is essential, Haitians must be willing to engage wholeheartedly
in a genuine national initiative, assume their own share of responsibil-
ity and affirm their civic commitment,” Haitian Jesuit Superior Father
Jean Dennis Saint-Felix wrote in a statement released to The Catholic
Register. The Haitian Jesuits are part of the Canadian province of the
global Jesuit order.

In the first six months of this year the United Nations human rights
office in Haiti documented 934 killings, 684 injuries and 680 kidnappings
across the capital of Port au Prince. As gangs take over the roads and
poor neighbourhoods that connect the capital city with the rest of the
country it has become impossible to know how many are being killed
across the country. According to the UN office, 234 more were killed
just in the Port au Prince neighbourhood of Cite Soleil over five days
between July 8 and 12.

On July 27, the Catholic cathedral in Port-au-Prince was set on fire
during a turf war between two gangs; firefighters were able to extin-
guish the fire before it did major damage.

A coalition of 20 religious orders called on the international com-
munity “to respond swiftly and effectively to the atrocities occurring
in Haiti.” But the Jesuits declined the invitation to join with the other
orders and warn that a badly planned, temporary intervention could
simply further degrade the ability of Haitians to govern themselves
and build a common future.

The Justice Coalition of Religious described a unanimous UN Se-
curity Council vote on July 16 to extend the mandate of a small UN
political mission in the country as “nowhere near what Haiti needs
from the UN to enhance the protection of lives and human rights of
Haitians.” It also called a vote to ban small weapon sales to Haiti
“insufficient.”

But more action from the UN won’t fundamentally change Haiti,
the Jesuits warn.

“The actual historical circumstances surrounding the birth of the
nation and the negative experience of Haitians with the international
community, especially the United Nations, leave us perplexed and
wary,” Fr. Saint-Felix wrote.

Fr. Saint-Felix does not deny something must be done quickly, or
that the Haitian government is incapable of controlling the gang vio-
lence. He alleges that many of the gangs are connected to and di-
rected by politicians in Port au Prince.

There are at least 165,000 Haitian immigrants living in Canada. Haiti
is Canada’s largest aid recipient in the Americas, with an annual devel-
opment assistance budget of some $98 million. For over 20 years,
Canada has supported UN peace missions in Haiti trying to stabilize
and reconstruct the francophone Caribbean nation. Canada chairs the
United Nations Economic and Social Council’s ad hoc advisory group
on Haiti and is a member of the Core Group in Port-au-Prince, which
has a mandate to serve as the voice of the international community
but is often accused of controlling the Haitian government.

(With files from CNS)§

Pope says not enough evidence
to try cardinal for sexual assault
By FRANÇOIS GLOUTNAY
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — A preliminary Vatican investigation into allega-
tions against Cardinal Marc Ouellet concluded there was not suffi-
cient evidence to warrant opening up formal proceedings against the
cardinal for sexual assault, a Vatican spokesman said.

However, the Jesuit who did the investigation was a long-time as-
sociate of the cardinal.

Pope Francis has been made aware of these findings and, after
further consultation, has declared that "there are insufficient elements
to open a canonical investigation for sexual assault by Cardinal Ouellet
against person F," Matteo Bruni, head of the Vatican press office, said
in a written statement August 18.

Mr. Bruni wrote that a preliminary investigation ordered by Pope
Francis had been completed and that it concluded there were no facts
or "elements to initiate a trial against Cardinal Ouellet for sexual as-
sault." The Canadian cardinal is prefect of the Vatican Dicastery for
Bishops.

Mr. Bruni confirmed that Belgian Jesuit Father Jacques Servais had
been chosen by the pope to conduct the preliminary study after Car-
dinal Ouellet was accused of actions allegedly committed against a
young laywoman, identified as "F" in Canadian court documents in a
class action lawsuit against the Archdiocese of Quebec.

Mr. Bruni sought confirmation of the Vatican investigation directly
from Fr. Servais, who replied: "There are no grounds to open an

(continued on page 14)
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(continued from page 13)
investigation into the sexual assault of F by Card. M. Ouellet. Neither
in his written report sent to the Holy Father, nor in the testimony via
Zoom that I subsequently collected in the presence of a member of
the (arch)diocesan ad hoc committee, did this person make any ac-
cusation that would provide grounds for such an investigation."

Based on these findings and after "following further relevant con-
sultations, Pope Francis declares that there are insufficient elements
to open a canonical investigation for sexual assault by Cardinal Ouellet
against person F," Bruni said.

Cardinal Ouellet is a close adviser to Pope Francis, and he has been
the prefect of the Dicastery for Bishops, formerly the Congregation
for Bishops, since 2010. He was appointed to the position by Pope
Benedict XVI.

In a statement shared with journalists through the Press Office of
the Holy See August 19, Cardinal Ouellet said: "Having learned of the
false accusations made against me by the complainant (F.), I firmly
deny making inappropriate gestures on her person and I consider the
interpretation and sharing of these accusations of sexual assault as
defamatory. Should a civil investigation be opened, I intend to actively
participate in it so that the truth is established and my innocence is
recognized."

However, Pope Francis' 2019 motu proprio, Vos estis lux mundi,
states that any person helping in the investigation of potential abuse
"is required to act impartially and must be free of conflicts of interest.
If he considers himself to be in a conflict of interest or be unable to
maintain the necessary impartiality required to guarantee the integrity
of the investigation, he is obliged to recuse himself and report the
circumstances to the metropolitan."

Fr. Servais and Cardinal Ouellet were both members of the Lubac-
Balthasar-Speyr Association, first assembled in 1991 at the initiative
of then-Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, who gathered together a group of
disciples and friends of Henri de Lubac and Hans Urs von Balthasar,
coming from various countries and belonging to diverse ecclesial or
religious states. Father Servais chaired the association, and Cardinal
Ouellet, then a priest, was one of the founding members. Now-Cardi-
nal Christoph Schonborn of Vienna and U.S. Jesuit Father Joseph
Fessio were among other members of the six-member group.

In the class action lawsuit, Cardinal Ouellet was accused of actions
allegedly committed against a young laywoman who was employed
as a pastoral worker in 2008, when the cardinal was archbishop of
Quebec. Court documents filed Aug. 16 indicate the actions con-
sisted in "nonconsensual touching of a sexual nature."

Another bishop appears in the list. Auxiliary Bishop Jean-Paul Labrie,
who died in 2001, served in the Quebec Archdiocese from 1977 to
1995. In his case, the alleged abuse occurred in 1968 when he was
the superior of the seminary of Saint-Victor de Beauce in Quebec.

The class action suit was authorized by a judge of the Superior
Court of Quebec May 19. It was filed on behalf of all "people having
been sexually abused by a member of the diocesan clergy" or "by a
religious, a lay pastoral staff member, an employee, and a lay or reli-
gious volunteer" under the responsibility of the Quebec Archdiocese
between January 1, 1940, and the upcoming ruling in the case.

The archdiocese originally asked that the names of the alleged abus-
ers identified by 101 plaintiffs not be disclosed. The archdiocese's
lawyer advised the court July 22 that the archdiocese no longer sought
to keep the names confidential.

The lawsuit includes the names of priests associated with the Que-

bec seminary, as well as those serving in the archdiocese, in parishes
and at educational institutions. Most of those named are deceased.
Many of the victims were younger than 18 at the time of the first
alleged abuse.

Archdiocesan authorities were informed in January 2021 of the
allegations against Cardinal Ouellet. A leader of the Archdiocesan Com-
mittee for the Protection of Minors and Vulnerable Persons even asked
the victim to personally write a letter to Pope Francis.

An email from the Vatican February 23, 2021, acknowledged that
the pope read the letter and that he had appointed an investigator to
the case: Fr. Servais, rector of the Casa Balthasar in Rome, a resi-
dence for young people dis-
cerning a call to religious life
and for theology students.

Court documents indicate
that in August 2008, a 23-year-
old woman identified as "F"
started working as a pastoral
agent in the Quebec Archdio-
cese and attended a meeting
with all archdiocesan person-
nel. There, she met Cardinal
Ouellet, for the first time.

She was sitting in the back of the room, documents said, when she
"suddenly felt two hands on her shoulders, and they started to strongly
massage her shoulders." She recognized the cardinal right away, and
"he smiled at her and caressed her back before leaving."

"F was frozen following this intrusion and didn't know how to
react," the lawsuit said. She recognized she felt troubled, and "a feel-
ing of unease stayed with her for the rest of the day."

A few months later, she again met the cardinal during a reception.
He kissed her "with familiarity" and "firmly pressed her against him
while caressing her back with his hands," the document said.

In February 2010, during a party, the cardinal said to the young
woman that "he could surely kiss her again, 'for there isn't any harm
in spoiling oneself a bit.' F found this comment completely inappro-
priate," the document said. The cardinal went ahead and "slid his
hand down F's back, down to her buttocks," it said.

Afterward, according to the document, F avoided all meetings and
locations where she might run into the cardinal. "When F dares to
speak of her uneasiness toward the cardinal, she is told that he is very
warm and friendly, and that she isn't the only woman to have had this
sort of problem with him," the filing stated.

It was 10 years later, following a workshop on sexual abuse, that
the pastoral worker "understood that the actions of Cardinal Ouellet
were nonconsensual touching of a sexual nature, and therefore a sexual
aggression," the document said.

In November 2020, without revealing the cardinal's name, the com-
plainant sent an email to the Archdiocesan Committee for the Protec-
tion of Minors and Vulnerable Persons. In January 2021, she men-
tioned Cardinal Ouellet's name to the diocesan authorities. They an-
swered that the pope should immediately be informed.

The young woman is one of 101 people who contacted the Arsenault
Dufresne Wee Avocats law firm since May when the class-action suit
was authorized by Superior Court Judge Bernard Godbout.

Ms. Gloutnay writes for Présence info in Montreal. Carol Glatz at
the Vatican contributed to this story.§

Pope says not enough evidence to try cardinal for sexual assault

Cardinal Marc Ouellet (CNS photo)
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Obituaries
BREAU, JUSTIN DAVID — It is with broken hearts that the family
of Justin David Breau announces his passing on August 17, 2022.
Born in Edmonton, AB, on August 4, 1983, he was the beloved son of
Susanne Breau.

Besides his mother, Justin is survived by his children Malik Breau,
Aiden LeBlanc, and Naleah Gunn; as well as his partner Megan Ross.

He rested at Brenan’s Funeral Home Saint John. A Funeral Liturgy
was held in the Brenan’s Funeral Home Chapel, Saint John. Interment
in St Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint John.

ROPER, AULINE GRACE — It is with profound sadness the fam-
ily announces the passing of our dear mother, Auline Grace Roper, on
August 18, 2020 at the age of 88 in the Saint John Regional Hospital.
She was the wife of Joseph Roper whom she married in 1954.

She will be sadly missed and forever remembered by her children:
Donna Swetman (Eddie), Joseph Roper Jr. (Trudy), Noella Stordy
(Allan), Patricia Roper (David), Paul Roper (Deborah), Colleen Bartlett
(Robert), Shawn Roper (Michelle).   She was the grandmother to
Jennifer, Joseph (Donna), Michael, Katelyn, Jared (Joseph), Benjamin,
Nicholas, Samuel, Issac (Noella), Dawson (Patricia), Erin, Kyla (Paul),
William, Grace and Thomas (Colleen) and Great Grandmother to
Brayden  Bauer, Hunter, Easton, Jordan, Sydney, Beau, Sophia and
Jack.  Auline leaves behind her sister-in-laws, Ida Roper, Margaret
Lythgoe and Nora Allen.

Auline was the youngest of 13 children, born on September 18,
1931 to the late Jane Amelia (Mallory) and Harry Allen of Gagetown,
NB.  She was predeceased by parents and siblings, Bessie McGibbon,
Rena Stackhouse, Sadie Selby, Jemima Allen, Charlie Allen, James
Allen, Jean Eisner, Harry Allen, Frank Allen, Mary Hayden, George
Allen and Larry Allen.

Arrangements were under the care of Brenan’s Bay View Funeral
Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian Burial was held from Holy
Spirit Parish (St. Rose of Lima Worship Site) Saint John, with the
interment to follow in Holy Cross Cemetery, Saint John.

McINTYRE. PATRICIA — It is with broken hearts that the family
of Patricia McIntyre (nee Lunney) announce her passing on August
5th, 2022. Daughter of the late Cyril and Eva Lunney (nee Bourque)
and a lifelong resident of Saint John, New Brunswick, Patricia was
91 years of age at the time of her death. She was predeceased by her
husband, Paul Eugene McIntyre, in 1970 and thereafter raised eight
children on her own.

In addition to her husband, mom was predeceased by her beloved
son, Paul Harris McIntyre (Natalie)
in December, 2021; her siblings
Marie McCann (Stephen), Clara
Graham (Patrick), Gert Lunney,
Edna Gormley (Ken), Bernard
Lunney (Nancy), and Mary Eva
Saunders.

Mom also leaves behind sixteen
grandchildren and thirteen great
grandchildren.

She rested at Brenan’s Funeral
Home, Saint John. The Mass of
Christian Burial was held at Holy Spirit
Parish, (St. Rose of Lima Worship
Site), Saint John. Interment to fol-
low in St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint
John.§

September Prayer for Priests 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
*Names with a 
star are to 
identify those 
who are retired 

Weekly exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament: 
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Saint John: Mon-Fri, 12:30-2 pm 
Our Lady of Fatima, Fredericton: Saturday, 1-2 pm 
St. Francis of Assisi, Lincoln: Wednesday, 8-9 am 
St. George, St. George: Tues 9:30-10:30 am; mass at 9 am 
St. John the Baptist, Woodstock: Wed 9-10am; mass at 10 am 

-8 pm 
St. Vincent de Paul, Oromocto: Friday, 8-9 am (except first Fridays) 
St. François-de-Sales, Saint John: Friday, 6:30-7:30 pm 
Stella Maris, Blacks Harbour: First Fridays 9 am; mass at 10 am 
Stella Maris, Blacks Harbour: Saturday, 9 am; mass at 10 am 

1 
Pope Francis 
 
 
 
(Rosary for  Seminarians) 

2 
Benedict XVI 
Roman Pontiff 
Emeritus 

 

3 
Our Lady s 
First Saturday 
Mass & 
Adoration at 
Cathedral  8 am 

 

4 
St. Rose 
of Lima  
1-2 pm 
 

5 
Bishop 
Christian 
Riesbeck, CC 
 

6 
Bishop 
Emeritus  
Robert Harris* 

7 
Bishop 
Emeritus J. 
Edward Troy*  
 
(Rosary for Priests) 

8 
Rev. Msgr. 
Brian 
Henneberry 
Vicar General  
(Rosary for  Seminarians) 

9 
For all priests 
who have served 
the Diocese of 
Saint John  

  

10 
Rev. 
Brian 
Wetmore* 

11 
St. Rose 
of Lima  
1-2 pm 

12 
Rev.  
Gerald 
White* 

13 
Msgr. 
Elie 
Zouein 

14 
Rev. 
Maria 
Arokiam 
Chinnappan 

(Rosary for Priests) 

15 
Rev.  
Martin 
Arputham 
 
(Rosary for  Seminarians) 

16 
Rev.  
Joseph 
Arsenault 

 

17 
Rev. 
Kevin 
Barry 

18 
St. Rose 
of Lima  
1-2 pm 

19 
Rev.  
Daniel 
Bastarache 
 

20 
Rev.  
John 
Beaumaster 
 

21 
Rev.  
Donald 
Breen* 
 
(Rosary for Priests) 

22 
Rev. 
William 
Brennan 
 
(Rosary for  Seminarians) 

23 
Rev.  
Daren 
Bryk, CC 

 

24 
Rev. 
Owen 
Burns, EV 

25 
St. François-
de-Sales 
3-4 pm 
Benediction & 
Confession 

26 
Rev.  
Aloo Peter 
Chimaobi, 
SMMM 
 

27 
Rev.  
Arockia Dass 
Chinnappan, 
HGN 

28 
Rev.  
Joseph 
Cochrane* 
 
(Rosary for Priests) 

29 
Rev.  
Leon 
Creamer* 
 
(Rosary for  Seminarians) 

30 
Rev. 
Claude 
Daigle* 
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FREDERICTON — On Saturday, July 30, 2022, Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John (right) installed Father
Suresh Savariraj, HGN (left) as pastor of  St. Mary Magdalene
Parish) at St., Dunstan’s Church in Fredericton. St. Mary of
Magdalene Parish includes Sts. John & Paul Church in New
Maryland; St. Columba Mission in Fredericton Junction; St.
Thomas University Chapel in Fredericton, as well as St.
Dunstan’s. (Submitted photo)

SUSSEX — Father Daren Bryk, CC (left) was installed as pastor of St. Teresa of Calcutta Parish  at St. Francis Xavier Church in
Sussex by Bishop Christian Riesbeck,, CC of the Diocese of Saint John (right) on Sunday, August 7, 2022. St. Teresa of Calcutta
Parish not only includes St. Francis Xavier Church but also Sacred Heart Church in Norton and St. Phillip’s Mission in Head of
Millstream. (Patricia Lee photo)

To be ‘‘heard, not read.”          Robert Ellis Whyte

From the Letter to the Hebrews
Brothers and sisters:
Faith is the assurance of things hoped for,
the conviction of things not seen.
Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval.
By faith Abraham obeyed
when he was called to set out for a place
that he was to receive as an inheritance;
and he set out, not knowing where he was going.
By faith he stayed for a time
in the land he had been promised,
as in a foreign land, living intents,
as did Isaac and Jacob,
who were heirs with him of the same promise.
By faith Sarah herself, though barren,
received power to conceive, even when she was too old,
because she considered faithful, the One who had promised.
Therefore from one person,
and this one as good as dead,
descendants were born,
“as many as the stars of heaven
and as in numerable grains of sand by the seashore.”

Silence
c. Lectionary 1994 CCCB 2022
c. for Research Page: audite119bellaliant.net


